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‘““MoRAL questions,” says the National
Reform Declaration of Principles, ‘“ can-
not be determined by majorities; other-
wise morals might be reversed at every
clection.” This is true and it is just the
reason why civil Government has no busi-
ness to meddle with morals. We marvel
that all cannot see this. Government can
and should require all men to practice
civility, but morality is beyond the juris-
diction of earthly governments and earthly
courts.

-

THE Christian Statesman mentions the
‘“ explicit Christian tone” of the prayers
in Congress, and then says:—

They are the official and formal acknowledg-
ment of the Christian religion by the Legislature of
the Nation. If the decision of the Supreme Court
of Wisconsin, that the Bible is a sectarian book, is
good American doctrine, then these prayers are
also sectarian.

Precisely. That is just what they are;
and to take the public money with which
to pay for such prayers is to appropriate
public funds to sectarian uses. Congress
has no more right to spend the public
money for this purpose than it has to
build a Christian meeting-house, or to
pay for the preaching of Christian ser-
mons.

-

SoMEe people of Toronto, Canada, sent
an address to the Emperor of Germany
exhorting him to break loose from. all
connection with the Pope, and expressing
the hope that he has been ‘‘ chosen of God
to strike Romanism its fatal blow.” They
tell him if he will do this and “march at
the head of the advance thought of the
hour, ” that he ‘‘shall be more than the

Emperor of Germany.” He shall, in short,
‘““be one of the leaders of the embattled
hosts of God on earth.”

‘We should like to know where these
Toronto folks get their authority to ap-
point leaders of the hosts of God on earth.
But from the letter which the Emperor
lately wrote to the Pope, we rather think
that this exhortation of the people of
Toronto will not be given that weight by
the Emperor that they would like to have
it ; even though it be at the risk of the
splendid possibilities portrayed in the
promise which they make to him.

-t
>

Righteousness and the State.

THE Christian Union of April 24, set
forth a short catechism on the subject of
religion and the public schools, with the
purpose of getting the reader committed
to the sanction of religious instruction by
the State. The catechism was somewhat
involved however, and to make its point
clearer, in the issue for May 1, it put the
case in the following form :—

Ought the State to inculcate righteousness in its
public schools? For ourselves, we have no hesita-
tion in saying that it has no right to maintain any
public schools which do not inculcate righteousness.

‘We suppose that the Christian Union
means the right kind of righteousness.
Let us see therefore what this is, and how
it is obtained; then we will be better pre-
pared to understand whether the State
can make a success of inculcating right-
eousness. Jesus Christ directed all people
to ‘“seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness.” It is therefore, the right-
eousness of God, that men are to seek.
This only is the right kind of righteous-
ness. Any righteousness which comes
short of that, is not genuine righteous-
ness,—in short it is not righteousness at
all. The State, therefore, in order to in-
culcate the right kind of righteousness,
must inculcate the righteousness of God,
and to do that there will have to be a
State recognition of the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, in other
words, would be the State recognition,

the State establishment, of Christianity.
None but Christians could have any part
in the Government; none but Christians
could have any part. as instructors in the
public schools; Christians only would be
qualified to have any part in the affairs of
State, and such Christians only as possess
the righteousness of God, in order that
they might instruct the ungodly by every
possible example, in the way of righteous-
ness. That, it is seen at once, would be
to turn the State into a Church; the
Church and the State would be identical.
But that did not work well when it was
tried before, and it would work no better
now. This single point shows plainly
enough that it is impossible for the State
to undertake the inculcation of righteous-
ness. So much for the kind of righteous-
ness which men must have. )
Now a few words as to how only that
righteousness can be obtained. How is it
made known to men? We read ‘I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed.” This
righteousness therefore is revealed in the
gospel of Christ, and in that only. For
the State therefore, to undertake to make
known righteousness to the children in
school, or to anybody anywhere else, it
would necessarily have to take charge of
the gospel of Christ, and expound that as
such to the people. This it is seen again
would at once turn the State into a Church,
and Church and State would be identical.
Having found what kind of righteous-
ness it is that men must have, and how
that righteousness is made known, next,
how is it acquired by individuals when
made known to them? How does it be-
come their own? Again we read: ‘‘ Now
the righteousness of God without the law
is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets, even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them that believes,
for there is no difference.” And let us
read Romans 1; 16, 17, again;: ‘] am not
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ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed, from faith
to faith: as it is written, the just [the
righteous] shall live by faith.

Once more we read, ‘“ As by.the disobe-
dience of one many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of one shall many be
niade righteous.” Rom. 5:19. It is by the
obedience of Christ that men are made
righteous, and not by their own obedi-
ence; it is by his righteousness that men
are made righteous; for he it is *‘ whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood fo declare his
wrighteousness for the remission of sins
that are past.” Romans 3:25. Therefore
“To him that worketh not but believeth
on him that justifieth the ungodly his
faith is counted for righteousness; even
as David describeth the blessedness of
the man to whom God imputeth right-
eousness without works.” Rom. 4:5, 6.

Thus it is manifest that it is only by
faith in Christ that righteousness can be
obtained. Therefore for the State to in-
culcate righteousness, it would necessarily
have to inculcate faith in Jesus Christ.
This again would be but to turn the State
into a Church. But if the State is to do
this, what shall the Church do? If the
State becomes the Church, then where
shall the Church itself appear ?

More than this, when the gospel is
preached to men and they receive it, there
is another step to be taken. Christ said
““Go ye therefore and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
And, again, ‘“ Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature; he
that believeth and is baptized, shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” Thus, in order to be righteous,
it is essential that a person shall have
faith in Christ. In order to manifest ac-
ceptable faith in him, it is essential that
that person should be baptized, and thus
further it is seen that, in order to incul-
cate righteousness, the State must become
the Church, but such a thing as that is
impossible; the State cannot become the
Church, and as certain as it is that the
State cannot become the Church, so cer-
tain it is that the State can never incul-
cate righteousness.

The very few scriptures which we have
here cited are sufficient to show the wild
absurdity of the statement of the Chris-
tian Unton. We might fill columns of this
paper with scriptures to the same effect,
but these are sufficient to show how ut-
terly impossible it is for the State to in-
culcate righteousness, and it is most singu-
lar indeed how the Christian Untion could
ever seriously make such a suggestion.
The State knows no such thing as right-
eousness; it never can know it; and never
knowing it, it is certain that it never can
teach it.

There is, indeed, another kind of right-
eousness that the Scriptures tell about,
that is, self-righteousness, but it is hardly
to be supposed that the Christian Union
means that the State ought to inculcate
self-righteousness upon the minds of the
children. The only two kinds of right-
eousness that exist are God’s righteous-
ness and self-righteousness. The State
cannot inculcate God’s righteousness; it

ought not to inculcate self-righteousness;

therefore the State can never have any
thing to do with the inculcation of right-
eousness. A T.J.

.

‘““ Appropriate” Sunday Reading.

THE President of the American Sabbath
Union, Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, is down on
Sunday newspapers. More, to read a
Sunday newspaper is desperately wicked,
yet in the issue of his own paper, the Mail
and Express, for April 12, he says:—

The advertising world will please take notice
that Saturday’s Mail and Express has the largest

circulation of the week. Those who do not like to .

buy a newspaper on Sunday, buy our Saturday is-
sue, knowing that in it will be found some reading
appropriate for Sunday.

Indeed! Then it seems that it is not the
fact that the paper is read on Sunday that
constitutes the evil, but that it is bought on
Sunday; because to buy the Mail and Ex-
press on Saturday, and read it on Sunday
is commendable! Well, for that matter,
there are very few of the Sunday papers
that are actually bought on Sunday.
Doubtless nine out of every ten of them
are paid for by the week, or by the
month, and are never paid for on Sunday;
and it is certain that they are not printed
on Sunday.

And even the plea that the Sunday pa-
per keeps people away from church is
annihilated by Mr. Shepard’s statement;
because the reading of a Saturday paper
can keep people away from church just as
well as the reading of a Sunday paper.
It is true that the Mail and Express is
not as large as the Sunday papers, yet the
Saturday issue in which this statement is
found, has eight large pages with much
closely printed matter upon them and in
small type, which makes about as much
reading as a person could well get through
with Sunday forenoon between breakfast
and dinner time.

Then, as to the quality of the Sunday
reading. It is claimed that when people
do read the Sunday paper and go to
church, their minds are so illy prepared
for the worship that it is almost imposssi-
ble for the preacher, with all his efforts,
and all the services put together, to over-
come the evil influence. Now is the Sat-

.urday’s Mail and Express of so altogether

pious a character as to be a help to Sun-
day worship when read on Sunday? Let
us see.

On the first page, besides the general
foreign and domestic political news, we

find a report of the principal English
horse race; a report of a suit for divorce;
a report of a malicious prosecution; and
two liquor advertisements.

On the second page a letter from Rome
occupies nearly a column; a half column
of matter is given to the Grant Monu-
ment; then comes real estate gossip, ‘¢ So-
cial Chitchat,” quotations of bonds, rail-
road and bank stocks, etc.

The third page has four columns of
reading matter, three columns of which are
devoted to horse races, base ball and such
like; and the rest of these four columns is
filled up with a story under the head of
‘“A Crime at Sea.” The rest of that page
is advertisements.

Then comes the editorial page, begin-
ning with this scripture:—

Forbearing one another and forgiving one an-
other, if any man have a quarrel against any; even
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

Then come the editorials, headed ¢ Fool-
ish Surrender to Chicago;” ‘‘ A Hoodlum
Bill ;” “Let Them Join a Democratic
Club;” ¢ The Dummy Rapid Transit Com-
mission ;7 ‘“ Another Important Saxton
Bill;” ‘““To Advertisers;” ‘‘Great Cry,
Little Wool;” ““The Jersey City Investi-
gation;” ‘“The Kara Floggirg Case;”
and ‘“The Repuplic of Brazil.” In the
editorial to advertisers is the recommen-
dation that the people read the Mail and
Express on Sunday. Then comes a letter
from Senator Blair on the absurdity of
the outery about Religious Liberty, and
kindred stuff. Then miscellaneous mat-
ter, poetry, and line items, closing up the
page with seven advertisements, one of
which is of whiskey, and another is of
that brand of champagne which seems to
be the favorite of the Mail and Express.

The fifth page is devoted to miscellane-
ous matter about ‘‘Life in New York,”
‘““Spring Fashions,” ‘¢ Reminiscences,”
‘“Ghosts,” etc., with nearly two columns of
advertisements, amongst which is one of
liquor.

The sixth page has a column and a half
interview with Patti upon ¢ How to Train
the Voice;” a two column interview with
Dr. Depew on ‘“The New South;” and
something over two columns of miscellane-
ous matter about a certain humorist, tor-
nadoes, hotels, etc. The rest of the page,
alittle over two columns, is devoted to
advertisements, amongst which is another
one of a certain brand of ‘‘good whiskey.”

The seventh page reading matter is de-
voted to ‘“ The Religious World.” Three
columns are filled with a sermon; ‘‘ A
Typical Papist Prayer;” ¢News and
Opinion;” then nearly two columns of
church mnotices. The rest of the page,
three and a half columns, is filled with
advertisements, without any of liquor.

The eighth and last page has the first
column filled with an account of a strike,
Moody’s Work, Base Ball Games, a Grand
Ball, a Fair, and other items. The second
column is filled with gossip about the the-
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atres and opera. The third column is de-
voted to temperance, a boxing match,
and a pugilistic challenge, The fourth
column is devoted to the Social World,
Dinners, Weddings, etc. The fifth col-
umn has an interview with a humorist,
followed by three minor items of local
matters. Then comes about a column and
a half of general advertisements; and
nearly a whole column of advertisements
of theatres and shows.

And that is the kind of a paper that is
to take the place of the Sunday paper!
That is the kind of a paper that is appro-
priate for Sunday reading. But anybody
who has ever read any of the great Sunday
dailies, knows that in point of real worth,
they are as far ahead of the Mail and Eux-
press as needs to be imagined. It is true
that Mr. Shepard only says that in his paper
there will be found some reading appropri-
ate for Sunday; but that is just as true of
any Sunday paper that was ever issued.
And it is certain that in the average Sun-
day paper there is more reading that is
appropriate for Sunday, and is easier
found, than there is in Mr. Shepard’s
paper. But whether there is or not, or
whatever the reading is, our readers can
now form an estimate of what kind of a
paper it is that, according to the view of
the President of the American Sabbath
Union, can appropriately be read on Sun-
day. And by this they can form their
own estimate of the cry that is made by
the American Sabbath Union against the
Sunday newspaper. A.T.J

-
-

How Far They Propose to Carry It.

IN an article on this subject in last
week’s SENTINEL, it was shown by quota-
tions from an article in the Christian
Statesman, by Rev. N. R. Johnston, that
under the proposed National Reform Gov-
ernment ‘‘the whole moral law as summed
up in the ten commandments, and the
whole moral Mosaic penal code, would be
the rule of action in Congress, in State
Legislatures, and in the courts of justice.”
It was also shown by the same authority,
that these so-called reformers expect by
this means to ‘‘keep out of office all un-
godly and wicked men,” that is all who
make no profession of Christianity, and
that they propose that idol worship, pro-
fanity, blasphemy, Sabbath breaking, dis-
obedience to parents, intemperance, po-
lygamy, adultery, prostitution, gambling,
etc., shall ““be punished as the divine law
requires.” It is the purpose of the pres-
ent article to examine this matter a little
and see what, according to their own
showing, would be the nature of the pun-
ishments which National Reformers would
in the event of securing the much-coveted
power, inflict upon those whom they
should adjudge guilty of violation of the
divine law. '

Blasphemy is one of the sins which Mr.
Johnston saps would; under the National

Reform regime, be punished ‘‘as the di-
vine law requires.” But first what is blas-
phemy ? Blasphemy is defined by Web-

ster as:—

An indignity offered to God by words or writing;
reproachful, contemptuous, or irreverent words ut-
tered impiously against God.

Profanity, Webster defines thus:—

The quality or character of being profane; pro-
faneness; irreverence; especially the use of profane
language; blasphemy.

It appears, therefore, that in the com-
mon acceptation of the word, blasphemy
is synonymous with profanity; yet Mr.
Johnston enumerates profanity as though
it were another and different sin. It fol-
fows that he must have purposed by the
use of the word blasphemy, which in his
list of sins to be punished by the State oc-
curs after the word profanity, to convey
an additional meaning not contained in
the word profanity. Let us then inquire
what that meaning is. After giving his
own definition of blasphemy, Webster
quotes the following from Bouvier:—

Blasphemy is to attribute to God that which is
contrary to his nature, and does not belong to him,
and to deny what does.

In this sense every man who has a dif-
ferent conception of God from that which

his neighbor has, blasphemes, in the es-

timation of that neighbor, if he gives ex-
pression to that conception. Thus, in the
eyes of the Trinitarian, the Unitarian
blasphemes when he denies the divinity of
Christ and the personality of the Holy
Spirit.  Likewise, the literalist blas-
phemes, according to the generally ac-
cepted idea of God, when he teaches that
God is a literal being having body, parts,
and passions. The atheist also blas-
phemes when he denies the existence of
an intelligence commonly known as God,
no matter how chaste the words in which
that denial may be expressed. Thus, in
the sense contained in Bouvier’s defini-
tion, blasphemy is the assertion of some
conception of the Deity which conflicts

with the generally accepted conception of .

the divine Being, or the denial of the pre-
vailing, or legal, conception of that Being.
This must be what Mr. Johnston means
by the use of the word since it is all that
is contained in it more than is contained
in the word profanity, which he had pre-

viously used in the same enumeration of

sins.
Let us then inquire how, under the pro-

posed National Reform system of govern-

ment, this crime of differing from the
majority or from the powers that be as to
the being and attributes of Deity would
be punished. Mr. Johnston says, ‘As
required by.the divine law.” Turning
then to that law we read (Lev. 24: 16):—

And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, |

he shall surely be put to death, and all the con-
gregation shall certainly stone him: as well the

death.

Death by stoning is then the penalty

which National Reform would inflict for
blasphemy, an offense which consists only
in thoughts and words either written or
spoken. And yet Mr. Johnston and his
friends have been very much grieved in
the past, because they have been accused
of desiring a union of Church and State,
and because it has been asserted that in
the event of their movement being suc-
cessful persecution for conscience’ sake
must result.

Profanity, by which we presume is
meant profane swearing, or cursing, is
also punishable by death by stoning, as
will appear by reference to Leviticus 24:
10, 14. Death was also the penalty for
Sabbath breaking (Num. 15:32-36), for
adultery (Lev. 20:10), for disobedience
to parents (Deut. 21:19-21), and for idol-
atry (Deut. 11:6-10). According t6 Mr.
Johnston all these would, therefore, under
the proposed National Reform Govern-
ment, be punished by stoning to death.

But some of the sins which Mr. John-
ston says would ‘“be punished as the di-
vine law requires,” were permitted under
the theocracy, and no punishment is spec-
ified for them in the Old Testament: Po-
lygamy, for instance, was quite common
in Old Testament times, and it is only in
the light of the New Testament that it
clearly appears as sin. It follows that if
our Reform friends punish polygamy ‘¢ as
the divine law requires ” they must punish
it according to that which shows it to be
sin. Let us see how this would be.

According to the New Testament polyg-
amy is adultery, and by referring to Mat-
thew, 5: 27-30, and comparing it with
Mark 9: 43-48 it will be seen that accord-
ing to the teaching of Christ adultery is
punishable by casting into hell fire. The
original word used here is gehenna. This
is supposed by many to refer to a place of
eternal torment, but primarily it referred,
as stated by Greenfield, to ‘‘the valley of
Hinnom, South of Jerusalem, once cele-
brated for the horrid worship of Moloch,
and afterwards polluted with every species
of filth, as well as the carcasses of animals
and dead bodies of malefactors; to con-
sume which, in order to avert the pesti-
lence which such a mass of corruption
would occasion, constant fires were kept
burning.” This makes it clear that that
form, at least, of adultery which is clearly
shown only by the New Testament to be
adultery, must be punished by burning, if
it is to be punished ‘‘as the divine law re-
quires.” And since the fires in the Valley
of Hinnom are long since extinct, and
men have not access to the lake of fire
supposed to be typified by those fires, it
follows that théy who would attempt to

‘punish sins as the divine law of the New

Testament requires, must kindle their own

{ fires just as they were kindled in the six-
| teenth century at Smithfield to punish

stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he |
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to-, v
' | by the Papal Church and administered by

violations of the divine law as expounded

Bloody Mary.
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It is no wonder that Mr. Johnston
thinks that this ‘‘would tend powerfully
to the suppression of existing evil.” Pow-
erful remedies are expected to exert a
powerful influence; but in this case it is
more than doubtful if the influence would
be that which the National Reformers im-
agine that it would be. Nothing but the
grace of God will keep men from sin no
matter what the consequences may be,
and that grace is not imparted by legisla-
tive enactment, nor by fear of the stake.
It is the goodness of God that leads men
to repentance, and nowhere has he com-
missioned either his ministers or the State
to drive men to repentance by burning or
stoning, or even by fines and imprisonment.
The great trouble with these men is that
they fail to distinguish between moral
govetnment and civil government, be-
tween the government of God and human
governments, between a divinely estab-
lished and divinely administered theoc-
racy, and a man-made and humanly ad-
ministered counterfeit theocracy. In a
true theocracy God himself is the ruler;
in a man-made theocracy men rule in the
name- of God, but not by his authority,
just as popes and kings ruled in the Dark
Ages till ‘““drunken with the blood of
saints and with the blood of the martyrs
of Jesus.”

National Reformers have denied that
persecution would result from the success
of their movement, but in the light of
such statements as those published from
time to time in the Christian Statesman,
and of which Mr. Johnston’s utterances
are only a fair sample, such denials
amount to nothing, and the fact remains
that the logic of their scheme stops noth-
ing short of the fagot and the stake. Of
course they would not call it persecution;
the Catholics never persecuted; they only
adjudged people to be guilty of violation
of the civil law and then turned them
over to the civil authorities to be pun-
ished for the good of the State, and as a
warning, to evil doers. And this is just
what the National Reformers propose.
They would not persecute; no, not they;
they would only have the civil authorities
put people to death for not agreeing with
the majority in matters of religion.

Nor is this, bad as it is, the worst feature
of this proposed Reform government. The
divine law, they say, is to be made the
rule of action in the courts of justice.
That is, the meaning and the scope of the
divine law are to be determined by civil
tribunals; and not only so but they must
decide what constitutes violations of the
divine law. And as that law takes cogni-
zance not only of outward acts but of the
thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:
12; Matt. 5:21-28); it follows, therefore,
that under the proposed National Reform
regime men are to be constituted judges,
not only of human actions and words, but
of human thoughts as well, with power to
punish, even to the death, thoughts which

they may judge to be contrary to the di-
vine law. It was this same principle fol-
lowed to its logical conclusion that gave
rise to the Inquisition; and it must result
in bitter persecution wherever followed,
for human nature has not changed. It
matters not that men are honest, that
they really think that they are doing God
service. The Saviour said to his followers,
‘“The time cometh that whosoever killeth
you will think that he doeth God service.”
That was literally true in the Dark Ages
and it may be even so again. No man can
be assured that he will not become a per-
secutor unless he steadily refuses all power
over the consciences of his fellow-men,
and sternly represses within his own heart
the first risings of desires to coerce others
in matters of duty toward God. The Na-
tional Reformers are demanding authority
which belongs alone to God. Should they
ever attain it, they would exercise it just
as such power has always been exercised by
those who usurped it. The spirit of com-
pulsion is always and everywhere opposed
to the Spirit of Christ, and so far as the
National Reformers cherish it they are
anti-Christian. C. P. B.

.
+-

The Flaw.

THE object of the National Reform As-
sociation is stated to be ‘‘the mainte-
nance of the existing Christian features of
our national life. The Association is op-
posed to union of Church and State, on tne
one hand, and the secularized or atheistic
State, on the other hand.”

The flaw in this very subtle statement,
ig in the last sentence. The supposition
that the individuals who compose a secu-
lar State or Government, are necessarily
atheists, is absurd. Neither is a secular
State an atheistic State; nor a secular
condition necessarily an atheistic condi-
tion. Every man, so long as he exists in
this world and accepts its social and polit-
ical responsibilities, must be a part of
secular Government and a secular State.
He may profess Christianity or atheism,
still his secular, worldly duties to his fel-
low-man remain unaltered. Nations and
States are secular and transitory; they
are not of the spiritual world or eternal.
Neither the District of Columbia, nor the
State of Pennsylvania, nor the United
States of America will rise in the resur-
rection. Neither the passage of Sunday
laws, nor the insertion of the mname of
God in the Constitution can give eternal
life to a legal fiction, or assure to it any
such possibility.

Christianity or atheism can only be
attributed to individuals, governmental
units, and not to the composite body po-
litic. Were that not the case, all would
be lost, for, so long as there is an unre-
pented sin, the sinner is lost. Therefore,
if Christianity or atheism can be attrib-
uted to the State, so long as there is one
unrepentant sinner, the State is lost. Are

the National Reformers willing to accept
the inevitable logic of their position ?

Let us analyze that sentence: ‘‘ The As-
sociation is opposed to union of Church
and State, on one hand, and the secular-
ized and atheistic State, on the other
hand.” The construction shows the op-
position to be expressed against two things
—“union of Church and State,” and a
‘“secularized or atheistic State.” The ex-
pressions, ‘“‘on the one hand,” and ‘‘on
the other hand,” corroborate the evidence
of the grammatical construction, and show
that the intent of the sentence is in accord
with its grammar. Therefore, in the mind
of the writer, ‘‘secularized” and ‘‘athe-
istic ” are virtually synonymous.

A State is necessarily secularized from
its inception, inaugurated for, and dedi-
cated to, worldly matters and purposes, not
spiritualized and.set apart for unworldly
uses; and so the term ‘‘secularized,” as
applied to the State, is a proper one. The
State can never be anything else. But the
citizens who compose, create, and give
force to the secular government, may be,
and many are, God-fearing men and
women.

An ‘“atheistic State,” however, would
be a very different thing. Strictly, it
would be a State, officially and legally de-
nying the existence of God.

Therefore the language of the sentence
is at variance with the construction and
its modifying phrases, and the opposition
expressed, is against three things, instead
of two,—‘“union of Church and State” a
“secularized State,” and an ‘‘atheistic
State.” With the opposition to the first,
all well-informed Christians will - agree.
With the opposition to the second, none
but anarchists will sympathize, for the
abolition of secular government would do
away with all government. The third, all
intelligent men should recognize as in
rhetoric a mere figment, and in fact a
nonentity. W. H. M.

-
>

On Account of Religion.

America says that in 1885 Foster North,
of Kewanee, Illinois, was expelled from
the State University of Illinois, for refus-
ing to attend religious exercises in the
chapel, and that now, on the strength of
the Wisconsin decision, he has entered
suit to have himself re-instated as a stu-
dent. We wonder that he did not enter
such suit long ago; it certainly was proper
for him to do so the very day he was
expelled. The Constitution of Illinois de-
clares that, ‘‘ The free exercise and enjoy-
ment of religious profession and worship,
without discrimination, shall forever be
guaranteed ; and no person shall be denied
any civil or political right, privilege or ca-
pacity, onaccount of hisreligious opinions;”
and that, “No person shall be required to
attend or support any minister, or place
of worship against his consent, nor shall
any preference be given by law, to any
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religious denomination, or mode of wor-
ship.” Aad when the authorities of the
University expelled that student for that
cause, they certainly put themselves above
the Constitution. For, the officers of the
State University are State authorities;
their action would be the action of the
State; and for them to compel attendance
on religious exercises is certainly to re-
quire attendance at a place of worship;
and to expel a student for not attending,

was certainly to deny him a civil privilege

on account of his religious opinions. All
the people of Illinois are interested in this
case, and we hope that they will see it
through. We hope further to see the
rights of that student vindicated by the
Supreme Court of that State.

-
o

What Is “ Sectarian >’ ?

THE proper answer to the question
whether the Bible is ‘‘a sectarian book,”
depends wholly upon what is meant by
the question, and upon the relations in
which it is asked.

The common English version of the
Bible, being equally accepted and used
among all Protestants, is not, as between
them, in any sense sectarian. This same
version, however, is such as between
Protestants and Catholics, since it is not
accepted and used by both. So, also, the
Douay version of the Bible, though not
sectarian as between Catholics, is such as
between Protestants and Catholics, since
it is not accepted and used by both. To
introduce into the public school either of
these versions, and make the reading of
either a part of school exercise, whether
for the purpose of worship or that of re-
ligious instruction, is plainly to place in
the public school a sectarian book as be-
tween Protestants and Catholics.

Protestants would not be satisfied if the
Douay version were thus established in
the public school under the authority and
regulation of law, and would justly claim
that this is using the public school as the
instrument of Catholic propagandism.
The objection is just as legitimate when
urged by the Catholic against a like use
of the common English version in the
public school. The matter of fact is that
the common English version and the
Douay version of the Bible, are so dissim-
ilar that, as between Catholics and Prot-
estants, they are both sectarian books.
The Catholics accept one, and the Protest-
ants the other, and neither accept both.

The just conclusion, in view of these
facts, is, that in a public-school system
supported by general taxation and regu-
lated by State authority, the introduction of
the Bible in either of these versions or in
any version, had better be omitted alto-
gether, and the instruction and exercises
confined exclusively to the secularsphere of
knowledge. This which is far from being
anew opinion with us, as it seems to us, is

abundantly sufficient for the public schock; |

especially in a community taxed in com-
mon for its support, with diverse religious
beliefs and preferences. We see no other
ground that is absolutely equitable and
just toward all classes, and free from all
partiality toward any class.

‘We dissent alike from those Protestants
and those Catholics, who would use the
public school for religious propagandism
in any form. The simple truth is that the
State as such, has properly nothing to do
with such propagandism, and should omit
it altogether, leaving the work to other
and more fitting agencies.—Independent.

-
-

What Right Indeed ?

‘WHAT right have our State and city
governments for their exempting church
properties from the regular law of taxa-
tion ? Not only is such exemption against
the spirit of our Constitution, but also
against the letter of the New Testament.
“My kingdom is not of this world,” said
Christ, ‘“ Render therefore unto Ceesar the
things which are Cesar’s; and unto God,
the things that are God’s.” Were the
churches to render unto Cesar what
belongs to Ceesar, were they to pay to
the Government the taxes that belong to
the Government, that injustice would be
wiped out of our statute books which ex-
empts from taxation a vast amount of the
very finest property in our land, that
aggregates a value of hundreds upon hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, and that is,
almost without an exception, owned by
rich corporations, while the poor washer-
woman has her hovel sold over her head
by the sheriff, if she cannot pay the paltry
sum levied on it for taxes. ‘‘In the city
of New York, Trinity Episcopal Church
owns a block of land one-fourth of a mile
wide by three-fourths of a milelong, val-
ued at $25,000,000. Taxed  equally with
other property it would contribute $750,-
000 per annum to support the State—but
being exempt, this amount goes to the
church coffers; and the people of New
York who are taxed the extra amount in
order to make good this deficiency, posi-
tively pay $2,000 a year for the religious
instruction of each attendhnt at Trinity
Church.” And the injustice appears still
more flagrant when we consider that most
of this property is not used at all for relig-
ious purposes, but is rented out, for offices,
stores, warehouses, and, if report be true,
for some very illegitimate business. And
this is only one church corporation within
one denomination. Now consider the
value of the church property owned by all
the Episcopalians, by the Catholics, Meth-
odists, Baptists, and all the other denomi-
nations, and you may have some concep-
tion of the amount of church tax exemp-
tion in a country where Church and State
are totally separated.

If thisisa Government in which Church
and State are totally separated, what right
kas ¢ tuo employ- chaplains to offer up

sectarian prayers in behalf of people to
whom such supplications are objection-
able, prayers that are, as a rule, never
listened to, never heeded, except they
partake of the nature of a stump-speech,
or when the chaplains introduce some
spicy sensationalism, or when they pro-
ceed to give to God, or to his Son, some
practical suggestions as to what course
He should pursue in connection with the
commonwealth ? This farce that is going
on every day, is not only against the spirit
of the organic law of this country, but
also a positive blasphemy, and to keep it
agoing our National, and our State Gov-
ernments expend more than $50,000 annu-
ally of the people’s money.

If this is a Government in which
Church and State are totally separated,
what right has the President to assume
the role of high priest of the Nation, and
issue a proclamation, asking the people to
assemble in their respective places of wor-
ship for a Thanksgiving-service unto
God? Fancy Col. Robert G. Ingersoll,
the agnostic, Prof. Felix Adler, the ethical
culturist, Senator John J. Ingalls the un-
believer, (if report be true) elected Presi-
dent of the United States, fancy one of
*these assuming the role of high priest,
bidding the people to do that which he
has fought and ridiculed for years, and
you may realize the absurdity of a
thanksgiving or a fast-day proclamation
by the chief Executive in a Nation, in
which every native-born citizen, no mat-
ter what his belief, is eligible to the Presi-
dential office, and in a Nation that is
amply provided with religious organiza-
tions, and each amply supplied with pro-
visions for thanksgiving and fast-day
service.

‘What right has a State government, if
this is a country in which Church and
State are totally separated, to consecrate
Good Friday as a legal holiday ? or to in-
terfere with its citizens spending their
weekly day of rest and recreation in the
manner most agreeable to themselves, as
long as they remain within the limits of
the law ? What right has it to.make un-
just discriminations between its citizens,
legislating omnly in favor of orthodox
church people, and cruelly disregarding
the rights of those who are just as loyal
as the church people, even though they
do not share their peculiar, gloomy Puri-
tanic Sabbath doctrines P—OQur Pulpit.

g

THE only freedom which deserves the
name, is of pursuing our own good in our
own way, so long as we do not attempt to
deprive others of theirs, or impede their
efforts to attain it. Each is the proper
guardian of his own health, whether
physical, .-mental, or spiritual. Mankind
are greater gainers by suffering each
other to live as seems good to themselves
than by compelling each to live as seems
good to the rest.—John Stuart Mill.
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NATIONAL,

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES.

We believe in the religion taught by Jeans Christ.

We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a
curse to society. . . .
~We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-
tl% to its authority. . .

Ne deny the right of any civil government to legislate on
religious questions. L o

e believe it is the rightj, and should be the privilege, of
every man to worship according to the dictates of nis own con-
science.

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in-
estimable blessings of both religious and civil liberty.

OFFICES.

43 Bond Street, New Yore City ;
225 A St., N. E. Washington ; 28 College Place -Chicago.

C. Eildridge,
W. H. McKee,

.................................... President.
............................... Secretary.

Good Work in California.

In the Chronicle-Union of Bridgeport,
California, April 26, we find an excellent
report of a large and enthusiastic meeting,
held by the citizens of that place 4for the
purpose of entering their protest against
Congress interfering in the religious- con-
cerns of the American people.” The
meeting was addressed by the Chairman,
Mr. W. O. Parker; District Attorney, C. L.
Hayes; and Mr. J. H. Cook, Vice-President
of the National Religious Liberty Associ-
ation. W ith reference to the Blair Relig-
ious Amendment Mr. Hayes very aptly re-
marked: #44The Constitution as it is’ is
my motto. It was amended twenty-five
years ago to free the slave; and | am
not in favor of now tacking on another
amendment to enslave the people.”

Judge Eddy suggested that all present
who had not signed the remonstrance to
Congress, be invited to do so before leav-
ing the house.

A series of strong resolutions was
adopted denouncing the Blair Amendment
and the Sunday bills before Congress,
from which we copy the following two:—

Resolved, That we most earnestly request the
Senators and Representatives of this State in Con-
gress to oppose the adoption of the joint resolution
and measures referred to. That a copy of these
resolutions be forwarded to said Representatives for
presentation to the Senate and House, and that the
county newspapers be, and they are hereby respect-
fully requested to publish the same with the pro-
ceedings of this meeting.

Resolved, That the earnest and effective work
being performed by the National Religious Liberty
Association in opposition to such legislation and to
said proposed amendment to the Constitution meets
with our unqualified approval, and that J. H. Cook,
Vice-President, and Assistant Ira Wheeler, present
at this meeting, deserve the thanks of the people
for their untiring zeal manifested in advancing the
cause of the Association.

The report closes as follows—

The meeting then adjourned, when all present,
except one or two, signed the remonstrance, if they
had not previously. The meeting was a very or-
derly one and fully reflected the sentiments of our
people on these most unpopular measures.

We are glad it is so; and let the good
work go on.

Another Sunday Bill.

The Sunday-closing bill for the District
of Columbia, which passed the Senate,
April 5, was first presented under the title,
A bill for the establishment of certain
laws or ordinances for the District of Co-
lumbia,” and contained twenty-four sec-
tions. Of these, all but the first five
were stricken out when the bill came to
be put upon its passage. The tenth sec”
tion reads as follows :—

Sec. 10. That it shall not be lawful for any per-
son or persons to curse or make use of any profane
language, or any indecent or obscene words, or
engage in any disorderly conduct in any street,
avenue, public space, square, road or highway, or
inclosure, or at any railroad depot or steamboat
landing, within the District of Columbia, or in any
place wherefrom the same may be heard in any
such street, avenue, alley, public square, road,
highway, or inclosure, or in any such depot, rail-
road cars, or on board any steamboat, under a

penalty of not exceeding twenty dollars for each
and every such offense.

Thus, under a general title which told
nothing, was included a Sunday-closing
law, and a law against blasphemy. The
clause providing a penalty for the use of
profane language, was stricken out, in
the indiscriminate slaughter of nineteen
sections of the bill. Senator Blair desired
to amend the bill so as to cover all days
of the week, but at the earnest and per-
sistent request of the friends of the meas-
ure, desisted from offering the amendment,
and vyielded to the compromise with the
liquor traffic, because as he said,—4lt is
well to provide for the observance of the
Sabbath” In that sentence, he character-
ized the measure—and the whole Sunday-
closing movement.

A Scrap of History.

In the Convention of the Sunday Union,
held in Washington last winter, Mr. Crafts
said that in the event of the passage of
the Breckinridge Sunday Bill for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a #law-and-order
league ” would undoubtedly be established
to aid in its enforcement. Dyer and Obion
Counties, in Tennessee, where Sunday
prosecutions are now going on, had fore-
stalled the Sunday Union, in this particu-
lar, as will be seen, by the following
extract from the cross-examination of a
witness for the prosecution, in the case of
The State of Tennessee v. B. M. King,
lately tried before Judge Swiggart:—

Question.—You say this plowing of his, on that

day, created a determination with some, that it
would be prosecuted ?

Answer—Yes, sir,—ought to be.
Question—Who formed that determination ?

Answer—Well, sir, there were several parties;
previous-----

Question—Name them.

~ Answer—I want to tell you how I got the names,
if you will let me.

Question—Just give the names.

Answer—Mr. Dobbins, Mr. Will Wright, and
Srhaps Mr. Frank Pardue (I am not certain), and

. W. R. King, and some others that I don’t know
that | could name just now.

Question—Of what church are you a member ?

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL,

Answer—Methodist Church.

Question—Have you named all the"parties that
you remember ?

_ Answer—Yes, sir, that is all,—all I could name
just now.

Question—At or before this time, had there been
a combination, or a written agreement entered into,
between you and the parties that you have named,
that xou would prosecute all violations of Sunday
laws 7

Answer—Yes, sir, there had.

Question—Have you ever had anybody else in-
dieted or arrested, or charged, except Seventh-day
Adventists ?

Objected to.

Colonel Richardson—I am asking this, with a
view to show the animus of these witnesses, and
their feelings against this particular man. | expect
to show why Mr. Cole (as he said they had) entered
into a compact to prosecute all the parties who
violated the Sunday laws. | expect to prove by
Mr. Cole, that divers parties (and, if not by him, by
others) who are not Seventh-day Adventists, cut
wheat and did all sorts of work on the Sabbath,
desecrating it generally, and”~that nobody has been
prosecuted or interfered with, except this remnant
of Israel. (Hisses.)

Court—Ask him if he has any feeling against
this defendant, if you want to. 1 sustain the objec-
tion. (Defendant excepts.)

A package of petitions from Michigan,
has been received in Washington, by the
secretary of the National Religious Lib-
erty Association, with a note attached
which reads as follows—

| circulated this petition in my school district.
All signed it.

Such thorough work as this, is encour-
aging, especially when it is remembered
that all these are enabled, by the leaflet,
“My reasons for signing the petition
against religious legislation, ” which they
receive, to understand more fully and de-
fend the position which they have taken.

t
To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the United

States :—
‘We, the undersigned, adult residents of the United States, 21

years of age or more, hereby respectfully, but earnestly, peti-
tion your Honorable Body not to pass any bill in regard to the

observance of the Sabbath, or Lord’s day, or any other relig-
way the adoption of any resolution for the amendment of the
National Constitution that would in any way give preference
to the principles of any one religion above another, or that will
in any way sanction legislation upon the subject of religion:
but that the total separation between religion and the State,
assured by our National Constitution as it now is, may forever

ious or ecclesiastical institution or rite; nor to favor in any
remain as our fathers established it.

Washington, D. C. If room for more names is desired the petition may be cut ou

THOSE who wish to do so and who have not already had the opportunity of so doing, or who have
neglected it, are requested to sign BOTH of the following petitions and send them to W. H. McKEE,
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THE BEST
DUPLICATING INKS

FOR USE WITH
“CYCLOSTYLE,” “ MIMEOGRAPH,”
“COPYGRAPH.”

Or’ any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil
is used, are the

Celebrated ““ Redding Inks.”

They Dry Fast, will not Blur nor Clog the sten-
cil, Dry or Harden on Roller or Pallet, and are in
every way

A SUPERIOR ARTICLE.

Send for Price Lists and Samples of Work Done
with these Inks.

REDDING INK CO.,

43 BoNp STREET, NEW YORK.

WATERMAN'’S IDEAL

FOUNTAIN PEN.

Has THE MosT RELIABLE arrangement for feed-
inf the ink from the reserveoir to the pen.

t has the same sure principle of operation
(capillary attraction) and simple construction (a
split) that have been used by the ordinary dip
pen for 5,000 years to carry the ink to the Igg’foer

Remember it is a combination of the B: ma-
terial, workmanship, and principle of operation.

Don't waste your time or shorten your life with
any other.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 Boxp STREET, NEW YORK.
Or OAELAND, CAL.

Address,

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET

Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure
pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at-
tached to any part of the clething. A small invest-
ment_ will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or

ncil.

e PRICES.
No. 1. Russia leather, for2pens . . . 10c.
No. 2. Russia leather for, 3 pens . . 15¢.

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We {;uara.ntee
these pockets superior in every particular to sim-
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much
higher prices. Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 BoND STREET, NEW YORK.

Or OARLAND, CAL.

THE SENTINEL LIBRARY

A Semi-monthly Publication

Devoted to the defense of

AmERICAN INSTITUTIONS
And the Preservation of the

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
AS IT IS.

TERMS, 75 CENTS PER YEAR.

Pacific Press Publishing Co.,
43 BoND STREET., NEW YORK.

GOOD HEALTH

Is a popular health magazine, published at Battle
Creek, Mich., and conducted by

J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

Assisted by an able editorial staff.

It contains, each month, general articles on prac-
tical hygiene, and medical papers, besides a rich
variety of other matter, pithy and practical, on
popular questions, also representing the latest
scientific thought,in combination with Dr. Kellogg's
wide professional experience.

No jour-

Established on Four Continents. ™o,/

voted to health or kindred topics has ever enjc'?'ed
so great a popularity as this journal has earned by
its devotion to the interests of the people in the de-
velopment and popularization of knowledge on all
sanitary topics. It has been introduced into zearly
every part of the civilized world, and enjoys a large
circulation, not only in America, but in England,
upon the continent of Europe, in South Africa, and
in Australia. Among the .

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS

For {890, the managers of this journal propose
during the year to devote considerable spacetothe
Exposure of Medical Frauds. They have,
therefore, established a chemical laboratory, in
charge of a competent chemist, for the purpose of
carrying on a series of thorough-going investiga-
tions, the results of which will be published in the
columns of this journal. Price, $1.25 a Year.
Single numbers, 15 Cents. Send for specimen copy,
and terms to agents. ’)

600D HEALTH PUB, 0., Battle Crook, Mich,

TEN LECTURES

NASAL CATARRH

Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the
Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh;
with a chapter of

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,
Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical
Sanitarium in the World.

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis-
piece and SIX BEAUTlFL})LLY COLORED PLATES, besides many
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 BOoND STREET, NEW YORK.
Or OAKLAND, CAL.

-NEW EDITIONS

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION

IN.ENCLISH AND CERMAN
By A. T. JONES,

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL.

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible.

THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD ExisT
BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES.

CHAP. 1 outlines vividly the relation that existed between *‘ Christianity and the Roman Empire.”
CHuap. II distinguishes between ‘ What is due to God and what to Ceesar.”
Cuap. III shows for what purpose the ‘‘ Powers that Be ** are ordained.
CHaAP. IV ably discusses ‘‘ The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those
‘Who Are Makin%ét"‘
CHAr. V unmasks * Religious Legislation,” calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now
pending in Congress.
Cm{fin VI is t;;ayo to the ‘‘Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the
eteenth.”
Chng. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced.
hese chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States
which are printed in Appendices C and D, make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVER OF
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

CiviL CGOVERNMENT AND RELICION

Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in
German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents.

MILLIONS OF COPIES

Should be Placed in the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position
American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to
Secure Religious Legislation. Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,,
43 BoND STREET, NEW YORK,

OR OAXKLAND, CAL.

COOD FOR ALL TIME!

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW

THiS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS OF
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY-
REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR DECEMBER 13, 1888,

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published

“MICHTY INTERESTING READING.”

And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would
have been without Senator Blair’s interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom-
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers,
judges, and other public men. The argument is d on Scripture and history, constitution and
aw, showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century,
AND THE

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century.
The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill,

and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed
for the United States.

The Work Contains |92 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on ‘Receipt of 25 ¢.

Send for it! Readit! Senditto Your Friends!

Address all Orders to
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK.
ORrR ®AKLAND, CAL.

ALIFORNIX » FOURISTS »

Should havo & Copy of the Grand Bock

“In the Heart of the Sierras.”

it Plctures the World-renowned Yo 8emite Val-
ley, the Big Tree Groves of California, the
Glaclers, Gold Mines, and Caverns of
this Wonderful Regilon, Itis a

Complete Guide to the Yo Semite Valley,

Giving routes of travel, number of miles by rail
and stage; describes points of interest en route;
gives map of the Valley, and contains 160 Illus-~
trations, 28 of which are Beautiful Full-
Page Artotypes, and which portray the
wonderful Cataracts, Mountains, and Precipices
with all the REALITYOF A PHOTOGRAPH. Bound
in five styles. Copy in cloth, embossedin jet and
gold, gold edges, sent postpaid where we have
no agent for $3.s0.
CHEAPER EDITION.

‘We have just issued a special TOURISTS’ EDITION
of this book, containing all the matter of the
other edition, printed on thinner paper, without
artotypes, bound in flexiblecloth covers. Copies
sent postpaid anywhere for $1.50.

Address PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO.,
0Or 43 Bond 5t., Now York. Oakland, Cal.

FORTUNE!

Florida Phosphate Facts Freely
Furnished.

Knowing that very many people have errone-
ous ideas about Florida, her climate, resources,
etc., and wishing to add 100,000 new names to our
subscription list, we offer to send the Florida
Home-Seeker till 1891, for only 50 cents, to every-
one answering this advertisement. The Home-
Seeker tells the truth, and nothing but the truth
about Florida. Address,

FLORIDA HOME-SEEKER,

(GAINESVILLE, FLA.

Apr. 24-3m

ARGUMENTS

ON THE

Breekinridge Sunday Bill.

©000

Verbatim report of the speeches of Eld. J. O.
Corliss, of Washington, Alonzo T. Jones, of New
York, Editor American Sentinel, and Millard K.
Hobbs, District Master Workman of District
Assembly 66, Knights of Labor, together with a
brief submitted by Prof, W. H. McKee, Secretary
of the National Religious Liberty Association,

Al Against the Breckinridge Sunday Bill

An important and telling document against
all Sunday legislation, giving the basis of such
legislation, together with the object and price of
exemption clauses. Issued as No. 29 of the Sen-
tinel Library. Price 10 cents. Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
Or 43 Bond 5t., Now Tork,

BY HON. WILLIAM JACKSON ARMSTRONG.

The above is the title of a recent issue
of the Sentinel Library which con-
tains a verbatim report of a powerful
lecture delivered by this well-known
speaker, in Oakland, California. Price,
4. cents. Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 BoNDp STREET, NEW YORK.
Or OARLAND, CAL.

THE WEST SHORE RAILROAD

is one of the most popular routes for business and
Bleasure travel, leading to and from New York

it',f, as well as being the most substantially built
and elegantly e(ﬂlipped double-track line, travers-
ing, as it does, the west shore of the historic and
world-famed Hudson River, and passing through
the beautiful Mohawk Valley.

By this route three express_trains are run daily
in each direction, between New York, Albany,
Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo, Niagara Falls,
'E‘Wor(;nto, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, and the

est.

The West Shore, in connection with the Fitch-
burg Railroad, is also the shortest line between
Boston and Chicago.

Palace sleeping-cars are attached to these trains,
and run through without change between the
points "amed.

Bufict smoking-cars, with revolving chairs, are
a special feature of the splendid service on the
‘West Shore.

Tickets via West Shore can be purchased at
ticket-offices of all connecting lines, and they are
sold, and baggage checked through to destination
from all stations of the West Shore Railroad.

For further information regarding West Shore
Railroad address

H. B. JAGOE, C. E. LAMBERT,
Gen. East'n Pass. Agt., Gen. Pass. Agt.,
363 BROADWAY, 5 VANDERBILT AVE.,
NeEw YORK. New Yorx



New York, May 22, 1890.

Note—Any one receiving the American Sentinel without
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some
friend, unless plainly marked “Sample copy.” It is our invari-
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered
the Sentinel need have no fears that they will be asked to pay
for it simply because they take it from the post-office.

It is clear that the chief effect of the
late decision of the Supreme Court on the
liguor question, will be to make the ques-
tion of prohibition a national question
only.

Now that prohibition has become in-
deed a national question let it be made
strictly a political, and not a religious nor
yet a religio-political, issue. Let the Na-
tional Prohibition platform be stripped
of its religious, National Reform features,
and let it declare for prohibition straight,
for prohibition only. Then it ought to
win, and The American Sentinel Will do
all it can to help it win. But so long as
that platform retains its National Reform
head, its religious body, and its Sunday
tail, The will be
uncompromisingly opposed to it “teeth
and toe nail.”

American Sentinel

The Mail and Express takes Doctor
Talmage severely to task for allowing
himself to be interviewed, for publication
in a Sunday newspaper. But the Mail
and Express recommends its own Satur-
day evening’s issue for reading on Sunday;
and it is certain that in the Talmage inter-
view there was nothing as dull and vapid
as the matter of the Mail and Express
habitually is; and it is likewise certain
that there is not a Sunday paper in New
York City which does not furnish much
better reading than does the Saturday
issue, or any other issue, of the Mail and
Express.

Last fall, Rev. N. R. Johnston, of Oak-
land, California, was appointed a member
of a committee to organize local Sunday
Unions in that State. In commenting
upon this fact we incidentally remarked
that it was certainly fit that he should be
a member of the committee, since, though
socially a very worthy man, his religious
views were such that he could not see
why if a theocracy was good for the Jews
it would not be equally good for us; nor
why if it was right anciently to put men
to death for Sabbath breaking, it would
not be the proper thing to do now. In
short, we said that he was unable to dis-
tinguish between a divinely -established
theocracy and a man-made counterfeit
of a divine theocracy. Mr. Johnston felt
grieved at this, and complained, both
privately and publicly, that we had mis-

represented him. Till now we have re-
mained silent under the charge, having
in our removal to this city mislaid the
evidence of the truth of that which we
said. However, a recent article in the
Christian Statesman, from Mr. Johnston’s
pen, has furnished abundant evidence
that we stated the case none too strongly;
and in this, and the preceding number
of The Sentinel, under the heading,
“How Far They Propose to Carry It,”
this evidence is given. Mr. Johnston
may not mean all that he says; in fact,
we have often thought that he was better
than his theory; but he should not find
fault when people take him just as he
says, especially when he expresses his
sentiments in carefully written articles
for publication.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the
National Temperance Society was held in
Broadway Tabernacle, this city, Tuesday
May 13. The exercises were well attended,
especially in the evening when the great
building was crowded. The exercises
throughout were more like those of a gen-
uine temperance associationthan any which
we have seen for many a day. In facta
genuine temperance organization is just
what this Society is. The strong pleas
that were made for the restoration of the
real, good old temperance meetings and
work, in which the effort should be to
save men and build up strong individual
characters, were in marked and refreshing
contrast with the political harangues, the
self-glorification, and the mutual admira-
tion speeches of organizations labeled
““Christian Temperance.” The American
Sentinel heartily wishes the National
Temperance Society the most unbounded
success.

A dispatch gives the information that
the Governor of California has “pardoned
an innocent man.” That is a most sin-
gular proceeding, though it is not the first
time that it has been attempted by execu-
tives in the States. Pardon necessarily
implies guilt. If the man was innocent,
of what then could he have possibly been
pardoned? It will be said that the man
had been convicted and sentenced by the
State, though innocent, and in order to
release him it was necessary to pardon
him. Not at all. There is no place for
pardon in the case. When the State con-
victed a man who was innocent, then the
State did wrong. And when the State
discovered that it had done the wrong,
even though it were mistakenly and im-
intentionally, the only proper thing to do
was to issue a public apology, and a
proclamation fully exonerating the inno-
cent man who had suffered such grievous
injury. To offer a pardon in such a case
is only to add insult to injury. To offer
a pardon in such a case is both to charge
and to convict of the crime of which it is
proposed to pardon the man. And for a
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man to accept pardon in such a case is to
confess guilt. It would be well for gov-
ernors at such times to bear in mind what
justice is, and to be just before they un-
dertake to be generous. It is impossible
to pardon an innocent man.

In a recent speech at Cooper Union, Dr.
Me Glynn said:—

We have long since got past the idea of paternal
government. We do not believe in a Government
that is to feed people till old age with a spoon. We
believe in self-government, especially in political
matters, and | am free to say that | believe in a
great deal of self-government in the Church as well
as in the State. The average American must feel
his blood boil with indignation at this notion of
nursing and coddling the working men and women,
being kind to the beggars, taking interest in their
moral and spiritual as well as their material welfare.

The Doctor is quite right except in the
statement that we have “got past the idea
of paternal government.” That idea is
the bed-rock principle of Romanism, of
Mormonism, of Nationalism, and of Na-
tional Reformism, and as a Nation we are
badly afflicted with all of these isms. In-
deed paternalism seems to be in the very
air. It has been well said, however, that
a paternal government is an infernal
government for the reason that it must of
necessity trench upon the most sacred
rights of the individual. The paternal
idea of government is that the State de-
cides what is best for the individual, and
then undertakes to see that he gets it,
whether he wants it or not.

The Dial, of Oakland, California, is
striking some heavy blows against Sunday
laws, and all religious legislation. . We
admire its talent but we cannot fully in-
dorse all that it says, for the reason that it
does not properly distinguish between
Christianity and much of that which
claims to be Christianity. Sunday laws
are anti-Christian, and those who advo-
cate them are, though it may be unwit-
tingly, the enemies of the truth as it isin
Jesus Christ. The Dial should recognize
the fact that it is not Christianity but the
lack of it which leads the Church to seek
the aid of the civil power to support
her institutions. Christianity is able, not
only to stand alone, but to flourish under
persecution. Indeed so true is this that
it has been said that “the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church.”

TF/E AMERICAN SENTINEL.

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO

The defense of American Institutions, the preserva-
tion of the United States Constitution as it is,
so far as regards religion or religious tests,
and the maintenance of human
rights both civil and religious.

1t will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending
towards a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact.

Single Copy, Per Year, Post-Paid, . . . . $1.00.
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, . . . . 75cC.

To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, 5s.
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,

43 Bond Street, New York.



